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121 4, LaSalle Street
"hicago, Itlinpgis ANAN?

Near Mp, Cutierrez:

Thank you for your letter dated June 24, 1986, BRefore addressing your
concerns, T wnuld Tike to take this opportunity to inform vou of the
clranup status at the A-Chem site,

A1l af the acid ~rums (2 Arums, approximately 1/3 of the total drums
on~s3ite) and some hase drums were disposed of at Chem Clear hefore - b
July &, 198, The gH of all Arums remaining on the site is ahove 74’%? ﬂag
The taptial for reactions hetween the acids and bases has baen olfe
inﬁfﬁd. seduly T, 1096, the infted States Favironmental 9rofect?o'
vency 1,8, TPA) started to decontaminate the building debris, The ™.
dn«wntaﬂinar1mn anc disposal »f the building debris were completed on
Julw 14, 1926, “m July 11, 1986, another 77 drums were disposed of #
fhen flaar, The rinse watar from decontamination of the hyildirg dphris
was collected and disposed of at an approved facility, During the
roroval ~f the bivtdirg Aebris, an additional seventy-five Sagallon 5H3ils
{approximately 40 of them were chromic acid, the remaining were neutral
ane nacic natorials) ware discevered on July 11, 1986, These 5-gallon
rails were located in the office's closets and were completely isolated
from 211 the tragg e the facility, A1l of the seventy-five 5-gallon
oatis ware remopverd and disposed of on July 16, 1986, We are arranging
Hisngal af the remajrning 136 drums, Resguyrce fNanservation and 2ecovery
et fer”a) approved dispnsal facilities are at a premium, and the process
cowlt take as long as 1 1/2 - 2 months, [ assure you that every effnrt
will he oade ro disnose nf the drums as quickly as possible, tntil all
tra dryng can ta “{sposed of from the A-Chem site, the 1S, FPA ~§11
maintain ?24-hour security at the site to ensure that the site remains

sm*”%is no risk to the neighboring community.
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¥ that the '1,S, FPA conduct appropriate tests,
K3 1n the neighborrood adjacent to the A-Chem site

. NG tpataninatinn of the nefghborhood, 1 share your
concern for 1e Wpalth: ana 1 feel strongly that some goil testing
should be @ e 3841 sanples have been coliected and analyzed for
chromiam and cyan1dp hy tha Stata’s Attarnsy feneral’c Mffica, This snil
sarpling Yias not found any severe levels of contamiratfon, The IneScene
Canrdi{nator (IS0} does nat heliave that any sfgnificant cnntamination of
tne npigbhorhaod occurred as 3 result of the twoe fires, except for the
chromiun contaninated fire fighting water that flowed off the sits curin,
January, This caterial was removed,

Tha nperator of the facility informed us that all the cyanide druns were

in rhe south room at the time of the January fire, and that they were not
affrctad Ny tha fire, due to the fire wall Hetweea the nortn and south
roovs, The acidg 'nunﬂ in the hurnt-out room consisted of small quantities
of vydroehloric acie (1Y, sulfuric acid (4,504), and nitric acid (HHDg);
and the naiarity of acids found were chromic acid (sulfuric acid mixed:
dirbromates), ther ~aterfals found includaed sodiuym hydroxide (¥ane)
ammontiuem chloride (M4,C01), we 4o not helieve any toxic fumes were ang
during rhe fire from the reaction of 2cids, bases and firewatar, which g
he hafarnous to the public realth, other than the dense smoke generated
the fire, .

The 7S chacked all the drums and the debris with a cvanide test kit, and
all resuits were necative, This confirmed the information urovided hy the
aperatrs thgt cvanides ware not affected hy the fire,

Tre cnraaie aci? cnrtaminated firewater sanples were analyzed Sy ths "etria-
politan Sanitary Mstrict of Sreater Chicago (MSR) for open discharging in
Targary 198 The 'S {nforeed the 1,5, FPA that only slignht traces of
chromiren were detected 1a tne samples, and approval for discharge fnto tne
snwurg  as cpanted,  The "SN'g gtandards for open discharge are a maxirum

of s perts aer 41 14on (Lpm) total chromium or a maximum of 10 ppm “av.
avalant rrpeamigr,

Purint che regponse in Jamnary 1986, the grnund was frozens a layer of
ice J=i inches *hick uas on top of the yround; and the terperature an

January 26, | apnimately -15°F, The chromic acid contaminated
firewater DS jthe fce layer after Jeaving the facflity, Thre

1 <. o TNl D removed from the neighborhood adjacent to
tatham sl B PR streets. Since the ground was frozen anc there
~as a Vayul YNEEES m”ﬁﬁce mderneath the stained ice, thare is virtually
ro 20sstBATICY SHAE SR gPound was contacinated hy this discharge,

Tansits 211 tne atove facts 1nd1catin? that the ground was not contentnated
ry tha ddcebarca, 3 1inited sofl sampling program for chromium will he

inttiatan at Jocations shere the contaminated discharge was rempvan,
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1 am - . for the support provided by you and yowr staff throughout
thic claanup affort, If you have any additional questicns regarding
H,S, “PA's claanup effort at the A-Chem site, please do not hesitate

rtn contact me,

“Inceraly yours,

Yslsas ¥, Adamke
nartonal Administrator

coe DA wleantral
“, Canavan

J. Yavcic
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